
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
STM English Department Accelerated Reader Policy 2016-2017 

 
One of the most rewarding activities you have the opportunity to experience in English class is 
reading novels of your choice.   Much of your high school reading is teacher-selected; this program 
allows you to explore your own interests and passions through the world of literature to better 
establish you as a lifelong reader.   
 
Requirements:  
As a requirement for English I, II, III, and IV, you will choose Young Adult Literature from the school's 
Accelerated Reader Test List to earn a specific number of AR points. 
 
Points required each quarter at all grade levels:  15 
 
Your AR grade each quarter is worth 50 points total, comprised of a 25-point grade for the percent of points 
earned and a 25-point grade for the average percent correct on all tests taken that quarter.  
 

• You must earn the required AR points per quarter for a total 25-point grade. These points cannot come 
from novels assigned as class reading. If you do not earn the required number of points for your grade 
level, you will receive partial credit based on the number of points you have earned.   

• You will receive another 25-point grade that reflects your performance on the test(s) taken toward 
earning your required points.  This score is an average of the scores of all tests taken that quarter, 
including those tests taken for an optional AR grade.  

 
Steps to a Successful AR Experience 
 
You will 

1. Select a book by seeking recommendations from peers, teachers, parents, and librarians.  The more care 
you take in selecting the book, the more pleasure you are likely to derive from reading it.  

2. Books must be pre-approved for you to receive credit, so make sure to submit a book for approval 
at least one school day before testing on the book throughout the quarter and at least five school 
days before the quarter reading deadline.   

3. Each grade level has a sign up deadline every quarter, so please make sure you know yours!  
4. Read your book – enjoy it!   
5. Take the AR test with the goal of earning points as well as scoring well on the percent correct portion. 
6. Print out the test results to bring to the teacher before receiving permission to sign up for another book. 
7. Continue this process, if needed, to reach your required—or desired— number of points.  
 
Additional reading opportunity – Also known as Extra AR Grade 
 
Once you have earned your required AR points, you have the opportunity to receive an additional 50/50 or 
100/100 during each quarter by earning a specified number of additional AR points.  

 
For an extra 50/50 grade: 25 AR points total (10 in addition to your mandatory 15) 
 
For an extra 100/100 grade:  35 AR points total (20 in addition to your mandatory 15) 
 
Note:  You must get approval for these books as well, and you will need to print out scores after completing 
an AR test before receiving approval for the next.  To earn the extra 50/50 or 100/100, you simply need to 
earn the required points, and the percent correct will not be factored into the extra grade; however, the 
percent correct will be factored into the 25-point comprehension grade that is part of your required 50/50 
AR grade.  



 
***Rollover points from quarter to quarter are not allowed.  However, points earned during the 
summer for extra reading credit will roll over into the first quarter.  These points will not satisfy the 
15-point mandatory reading requirement for the first quarter, but will be used toward the 50-point or 
100-point 1st-quarter extra grade opportunity.   

 
Clarification: 
 

•  You will not receive permission to test on another book until you have completed testing on the previous 
book, so make sure to bring your teacher the score printout so that he or she may approve the next book.  
You may never take more than one test per day throughout the quarter.  In addition, during the 
final five days before your quarter reading deadline, you may test on only one novel. 

 
•  If you would like to read a novel with no AR test, you should bring the book to the teacher so a point 

value can be determined.  Your teacher will test you before or after school using a written or oral format 
that should take at least thirty minutes to complete. You must have the book with you on the test day.  In 
this situation, you should provide your teacher with the book at least five school days before you expect 
her to assess you. 

 
•  If you feel that a test you failed is unfair or does not reflect the fact that you read the book, you may see 

your teacher about an oral or alternate testing possibility.  You must contact your teacher on the same 
day on which you take the initial AR test and be willing to be assessed as soon as the teacher requires 
you to do so (usually within 24 hours of the original test/ many times the same day).  Your teacher or a 
librarian may administer the alternate assessment.  This alternate assessment is your final opportunity to 
earn a grade on that particular work.  Teacher and librarian discretion applies. 

 
Issues with honesty: 
In order to discourage cheating and undermining the program and its benefits, teachers closely monitor and 
assess your reading choices.  Tests that have been invalidated through film viewing or student cheating are 
removed and/or replaced. Teachers and librarians will also help you make choices that are in your best interests 
as a reader, so seek their help and value their input.  In order to maintain the integrity of our program, you are 
encouraged to report tests that you feel are invalid or corrupted. 


