
Tips for Summer Seniors 2021  

 

❖ Read emails from the Counseling Department. 

❖ If you need to work on a college application essay, there are various websites available for assistance.  

Some sites that might be able to assist you with essays: 

College Board 

Princeton Review 

Khan Academy 

❖ The Common Application prompts are available on the Commonapp.org. LSU uses the Common 

application as their application for admission. While as of this writing, the essay is not required, I 

suggest you write the essay to serve as one more piece of information to help LSU learn about you for 

your admission file. Do not submit an essay before someone can proof it. You will write an essay in 

your senior English course. LA private colleges/universities also prefer an essay. 

❖ Begin thinking of a teacher you would like to ask to write a letter of recommendation for you. The 

letters should be written by preferably a junior year teacher from a core subject.  You need at least 

one letter for LSU. I suggest obtaining 2 letters if you fall below a 3.0  GPA. 

❖ Volunteer or complete some type of service work only if it is safe! Do not risk your health or others’ 

health. Make sure you follow all health guidelines and talk with your parents prior. 

❖ Most colleges and universities have virtual tours and you can make virtual admissions appointments. I 

have posted some contacts on your Class of 2021 Moodle page. Go to colleges’ websites by using 

Google. Be sure you go to a site that ends in “.edu” because this indicates that it is the college’s site 

and not a company. For example, UL Lafayette’s website is Louisiana.edu.  

❖ Begin scholarship searches. Go here and click on Funding College to gain an understanding about 

financial aid and scholarships. At the bottom of this document, there are several scholarship search 

engines. You can create accounts and receive scholarships. Do not give out your social security number 

or pay for a scholarship.  

❖ If you are considering out-of-state colleges/universities, re-visit Big Future and Super Match in 

Naviance. The link to Naviance is located on your Class of 2021 Moodle page. I will upload a screencast 

on the Class of 2021 Moodle page to assist you. During my visit to your sophomore English class, we 

began this process for you to complete your College Research Paper. If you try to log-in and cannot, 

click forgot password and create a new one.  

❖ Google the tuition and fees for your prospective colleges and universities so you understand the cost 

per semester or per year. Take the time to review scholarships and financial aid information. TOPS only 

pays for tuition, not fees, housing or meals.  

❖ Many colleges/universities do not list a required GPA. They evaluate your GPA, level of difficulty of 

courses, test scores, essays and extracurricular activities and make decisions based on that 

information. To determine what the college/university typically admit, Google the words Freshman 

profile and your prospective college’s name, for example “University of Georgia freshman profile or 

LSU freshman profile.” Most colleges report statistics of the class admitted the year before, and this 

information allows you to see where you are in relation to admitted students. Click here for an out-of-

state example.  Click here  for LSU’s admission statistics.  

❖ Review your CORE GPA and your cumulative GPA, remember there is a difference. 

❖ Screencasts will be uploaded to your Class of 2021 Moodle page. I will send emails notifying students 

when I upload screencasts.  

 

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/essays
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/college-essay
https://www.khanacademy.org/college-careers-more/college-admissions/applying-to-college#admissions-essays
https://www.commonapp.org/apply/essay-prompts
https://www.stmcougars.net/academics/college-counseling
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-started
https://www.admissions.uga.edu/admissions/admission-statistics/
https://www.admissions.uga.edu/admissions/admission-statistics/
https://www.admissions.uga.edu/admissions/admission-statistics/

